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ORGANIZATIONS AND

INSTITUTIONS

Chinese Automation Grant to Cambridge University Library
The British Library has awarded Cambridge University Library a grant of fc65,400 over
three years to investigate processing of Chinese and Japanese characters in automated
library catalogues using the newly developed Ideographic Encoder for input. A project
team will explore the possibilities of producing an automated catalogue with integrated
roman and ideographic scripts, and it will develop the Encoder to handle about 15,000
characters. With the aid of suitably designed programs on a minicomputer, the user
will be able to input Chinese and Japanese characters, their romanized forms and the
Standard Telegraphic C o d e . . . Further information can be obtained from the project
head, Mr. A l a n Tucker, Cambridge University Library, West Road, Cambridge C B 3
90 R.
(From: British Library N e w s , A u g . 1979)

Cornell University Libraries
Cornell University Libraries have been awarded by the Office of Education a Title
l l - C grant to run during the period October 1, 1979 to September 30, 1982. The
funding w i l l be used exclusively to strengthen Cornell's Asian collections which
comprise the Wason Collection (covering East A s i a ) , the Echols Collection on
Southeast A s i a , and the South Asian collection. In addition to providing for a c 
quisitions, the grant w i l l also make possible the cataloging of an existing backlog
and the expansion of the gifts and exchange program.
(Diane E . Perushek)

University of Hawaii Libraries
The University of Hawaii Japan Studies Endowment Committee has granted $37,000 to
the Japanese Language Collection of the University Libraries. This grant w i l l be used
to expedite processing of Japanese books and should reduce the backlog of uncataloged
Japanese books. A portion of this fund w i l l be used to purchase new titles pertaining
to Ryukyu and Satsuma, and to the performing arts of Japan. This fund also w i l l
facilitate the compilation of bibliographies of specific subjects pertaining to J a p a n .
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Asian Library at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champoign
The University of Illinois' Far Eastern Library ceased to exist in January, 1979, when
the Asian Library was created. The Asian Library consists of the East Asian Division
(formerly the Far Eastern Library) and the South and West Asian Division. William S .
Wong became the Asian Librarian and East Asian Librarian, and Narindar Aggarwal
became the Assistant Asian Librarian and South and West Asian Librarian. Yasuko
Makino is Coordinator of Technical Services for the Asian Library and Japanese
cataloger, and Robert Sewell is Coordinator of Reader's Services for the Asian
Library and Japanese bibliographer. Karen Wei has recently been appointed Research
Associate (Chinese cataloger).
In addition to this administrative merger, the East Asian Division and the South and
West Asian Division w i l l share the new facilities, including book stacks, office area,
and reading room. One level of the University Library main stacks has been reserved
for a l l Asian materials, which are now in the process of being moved there. East,
South, and West Asian books will be shelved as three separate collections. A reading
room which has access to the stacks w i l l be constructed in the near future. The office
area for the entire Asian Library staff w i l l be remodeled as w e l l , and will be located
next to the new reading room. The moving and remodeling should be completed by
the Spring of 1980.
The Asian Library has also recently joined the University of Illinois automated c i r c u 
lation system, L C S (Library Computer System). The Asian material shelf lists were
entered into the data base by using romanized author and title, and LC c a l l numbers.
Several other libraries in the state system have direct access to this information.
(Robert Sewell)

Ohio State University Libraries
On June 8 , 1979, the Ohio State University was pleased to grant Mr. Soichiro Honda,
founder of the Honda Motor Company, an honorary doctor's degree in humane letters.
After the commencement, Mr. Honda announced that his company was making a gift
of $100,000 to Ohio State's East Asian Studies program for development of Asian
Studies with special emphasis on Japanese society and business. Ohio State's
East Asian Studies program w i l l prepare a book on Japanese business and its s o c i o cultural setting, and enlarge its library holdings and course offering on Japan with
the Honda gift funds. O . S . U . Libraries have also received grants from the Japan
Foundation and the Japan Expo Fund for the purchase of Japanese-language materials.
For the past two years a l l Japanese cataloging, original as well as L C - d e r i v e d , at The
Ohio State University Libraries, has been input into the O C L C system in romanized
form. Librarians wishing to obtain these materials through inter-library loan should
consult the O C L C database. The books and journals cataloged include current and
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retrospective imprints in the fields of literature, linguistics, history, and the social
sciences.
(David Y . Hu)

Princeton University
The Gest Library has recently received a notable gift from Mr. C h i - y i n g C h e n , a
renowned writer-legislator in Taiwan. The donation consists of the original manu
scripts of his own published works in twenty-eight bound volumes, which are grouped
into six categories as follows: (1) Fiction, (2) Biography, (3) Literary treatises,
(4) Essays, (5) Prose, and (6) Travel.
Mr. Chen was kind enough to write a detailed account of his donation which appeared
in the August 1979 issue of Chuan chi wen hsu'eh (Biographical Literature Monthly),
a leading Chinese journal published in Taiwan. In this account, he modestly quoted
from his letter to the Library the gist of which is given b e l o w : " . . . Since ancient times,
manuscripts have always been considered important everywhere. The handwritings of
celebrities, even in brief pieces, have particularly been treasured as precious
rarities. I am only an ordinary person, and therefore my manuscripts are worthless. But,
I am making a donation to a worthy cause in the hope that others may follow suit. . . . "
In this respect, the Gest Library is greatly indebted to Mr. Chen for his thoughtfulness
and generosity.
A veteran reporter since 1931 and a distinguished legislator since 1948, Mr. Chen has
been better known for his literary achievements. Of his 40-odd published works, two
novels: Hsin Chung-kuo yu miao ti ch'eng chang and Hug hsia pa nien won the Ministry
of Education's Literary Award in 1942 and 1961, respectively. His other novel, entitled
Ti ts'un chuan (Fool in the Reeds), has been translated into English and Japanese.
(Effie Y . H . Chen)

University of Texas
The University of Texas at Austin has received a grant of $5,000 from the Japan
Foundation. The grant funds will be used to purchase English and Japanese monographs
on Japanese culture, history and literature.

PRC Establishes Library Association
According to Chinese sources, the Chinese Library Association was established during
a meeting which was held in Taiyuan, provincial capital of Shanxi Province , in the latter
1
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port of J u l y . The association's first council elected Liu Jiping as president. Mr. Liu
is the director of the National Library of Beijing (Peking), the largest library in China
with a book collection of more than nine million volumes.
The new association adopted regulations and outlined its aims: to organize research, to
produce publications, to conduct academic exchanges with foreign libraries and
librarians, and to introduce achievements in library science at home and abroad.
There are about 12,000 libraries in China at present. The association also published
its first issue of the Tu shu guan xue tong xun (Library Science Bulletin) recently. The
first issue carries 10 articles dealing witn various subjects on library science.
A l s o , China's first national meeting on library science was held in Taiyuan at the same
time. Attending this meeting were 200 representatives from various local library
associations and libraries in Beijing. Liu J i p i n g , speaking at the meeting, called for
the establishment of a nationwide library network to keep pace with China's moderni
zation efforts. In addition, 174 papers on library science were delivered at the
meeting, including such topics as theory of library science, bibliography, library
design and construction, subject classification, and the modernization of library work.
(LC Information Bulletin)

J a p a n - U . S . Friendship Commission Grants to Research Libraries
Five regional groups of major university libraries have been awarded grants totaling
$170,000 from the Japan-United States Friendship Commission for strengthening
Japanese language research collections and providing increased services to scholars
on a nationwide basis. Regional grants will be made to an Eastern Group (ColumbiaHarvard-Princeton-Yale), a Midwestern Group (Chicago-Michigan), a Western Group
(Stanford-Berkeley), and separately to the Universities of Washington (Seattle) and
Hawaii.
The $170,000 will be used for book and periodical acquisition in Japan and for the
promotion of bibliographic and lending services to other libraries and scholars anywhere
in the United States.
The $170,000 grant was part of $1,350,000 the Japan-United States Friendship
Commission recently awarded to some 62 organizations in an effort to promote scholarly,
cultural, and artistic activities between Japan and the United States. The grants are
funded from a $36,000,000 U . S . Government Trust Fund established with part of the
Japanese Government repayments for U . S . facilities built in Okinawa and turned over
to Japan and for other post-war American assistance to Japan. The Fund and the program
are administered by a Commission of 18 Americans representing the fields of scholarship,
mass media and business in the private sector, and the Congress and Executive Branch
agencies of the Federal Government active in support of educational, cultural, and
international programs.
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